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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with otr i kothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-2, 5, 7, and 1 1-15 in accordance with the following: 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information distributing method u si ng l ayout 
i nformat i on for distribution of information corresponding to a rocponso to a request from a user 
terminal , comprising: 

receiving the request from the use r terminal and outputt i nq transmitting , to the user 
terminal, headlines attached to respective information sets that may correspond to the received 
request and a way in which these t he-information sets are te -handled in an information source as 
layout information to tho usor ; 

displavinq the headlines on the user terminal accordinq to the layout information so the 
user can select any of the displayed headlines and receiving an identity of the selected headline 
from the user terminal , a des i gnat i on of i nformat i on to bo d i str i butod accord i ng to tho l ayout 
i nformat i on ; and 

distributing to the user terminal t he doc i gnatod information of the set corresponding to 
the headline the headline identity indicates . 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information distributing method uc i ng l ayout 
information for distribution of information corresponding to a request from a user terminal , 
comprising: 

storing a preference corresponding to information required by a user; 

receiving the request from the user terminal , and retrieving information indicating a way 
the information sets are i s handled in an information source, corresponding to a the request 
using the preference; 

outputting the retrieved handling information as a way the information sets are handled in 
the information source as layout information to the user terminal : 

receiving from the user terminal a des i gnat i on of i nformat i on to bo d i stributed aocording 
to on th e l ayout i nformation an identity of a selected information set : and 

distributing to the user terminal tho des i gnatod information corresponding to the selected 
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set , 

3. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method according to claim 1 , wherein 

said information indicating the way the information is handled in the information source is 
information about a position in the information source and/or information about an importance in 
the information source. 

4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method according to claim 2, wherein 

said information indicating the way the information is handled in the information source is 
information about a position in the information source and/or information about an importance in 
the information source. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information receiving method u s i ng l ayout 
i nformat i on for externally receiving necessary information, comprising: 

externally outputting a request designating possibly required information; 

externally receiving informationy as headlines attached to respective information sets that 
mav correspond to the received request as l ayout i nformat i on, ind i cat i ng and a way the 
information sets \ b are handled in an information source as layout information : 

receiving an identity of a selected headline a dos i gnation of i nformat i on determined by a 
user ac nocoscary according to the layout information; and 

externally requesting distribution of the docignatod information of the set corresponding 
to the headline the headline identity indicates . 

6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method according to claim 5, wherein 

said information indicating the way the information is handled in the information source is 
information about a position in the information source and/or information about an importance in 
the information source. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A portable computer-readable storage medium 
storing a program used to direct a computer for distributing information corresponding to a 
request from a user terminal , by: 

receiving the request from the use r terminal and outputt i ng transmitting , to the user 
terminal, headlines attached to respective information sets that may correspond to the received 
reguest and a way in which these t l=>e-information sets are i s-handled in an information source as 
layout information to tho ueor ; 
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displaying the headlines on the user terminal according to the layout information so the 
user can select any of the displayed headlines and receiying an identity of the selected headline 
from the use r terminal , a d e s i gnat i on of i nformation to be distr i but e d accord i ng to the l ayout 
i nformation ; and 

distributing to the user terminal t he des i gnat e d information of the set corresponding to 
the headline the headline identity indicates . 



8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A portable computer-readable storage medium 
storing a program used to direct a computer for externally receiying d i stribution of necessary 
information, by: 

externally outputting a request designating possibly required information; 

externally receiying informationy as headlines attached to respectiye information sets that 
may correspond to the receiyed reguest as l ayout i nformat i on, ind i cat i ng and a way the 
information setsi e are handled in an information source as layout information ; 

receiying an identity of a selected headline a docignat i on of i nformat i on determined by a 
user as nooossary according to the layout information; and 

externally requesting distribution of the des i gnat e d information of the set corresponding 
to the headline the headline identity indicates. 



The storage medium according to claim 7, 



9. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) 
wherein 

said information indicating the way the 
information about a position in the information 
the information source. 



information is handled in an information source is 
source and/or information about an importance in 



1 0. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The storage medium according to claim 8, 
wherein 

said information indicating the way the information is handled in the information source is 
information about a position in the information source and/or information about an importance in 
the information source. 



1 1 . (CURRENLTY AMENDED) An information distribution apparatus for distribution 
of information corresponding to a request from a user terminal us i ng l ayout informat i on , 
comprising: 

a handling information retrieyal unit receiying a request from the user terminal and 
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retrieving handling information indicating a way the information setsare handiedj in an 
information source, corresponding to the request; 

a layout information output unit outputting to the user terminal tho rotr i ovod hand li ng 
i nformat i on a way the information sets are handled in the information source as layout 
information; and 

an information distribution unit distributing information of a set corresponding request e d 
for d i str i bution according to the layout information to the user terminal . 

1 2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information distribution apparatus us i ng l ayout 
i nformat i on for externally distributing necessary information, comprising: 

a request output unit externally outputting a request for designation of possibly required 
information; 

a layout information output unit externally receiving information as headlines attached to 
respective information sets that may correspond to the reguest and i nd i cat i ng a way the 
information seXs i s are handled in an information source of th e pos si b l y requ i red i nformat i on as 
layout information : and 

a distribution request unit externally requesting distribution of the information dotormined 
hy n i ir . nr nr, nnnnRnnry i nformation aocord i ng to tho layout informat i on of the set corresponding 
to a identified headline. 



13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information distributing method for distributing 
information corresponding to a request from a user terminal using l ayout i nformat i on , 
comprising: 

adding information indicating a way the-information sets are \& handled in an information 
source as layout information to oach p i ooo of informat i on ; 

receiving a request for information from a the user terminal based on the added 
accord i ng to tho l ayout information; and 

distributing to the user terminal t he dosignated information of the set corresponding to 
received reguest . 

1 4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information distribution apparatus for distribution 
of information corresponding to a request from a user terminal us i ng l ayout i nformat i on , 
comprising: 

a handling information retrieval means for receiving a request from the user terminal and 
retrieving handling information indicating a way tl=>e information sets are \& handledj in an 
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information source, corresponding to the request; 

a layout information output means for outputting to the user terminal t ho rotr i ov e d 
hand l ing i nformat i on a way the information sets are handled in the information source as layout 
information; and 

an information distribution means for distributing information of a set corresponding 
roquoctod for dictr i but i on according to the layout information to the user terminal , 

1 5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information distribution apparatus uc i ng layout 
i nformat i on for externally distributing necessary information, comprising: 

a request output means for externally outputting a request for designation of possibly 
required information; 

a layout information output means for outputting to the user terminal t ho retr ie v e d 
hand li ng i nformat i on a way the information sets are handled in the information source as layout 
information; and 

an information distribution means for distributing information of a set corresponding 
roquostod for d i ctr i bution according to the layout information to the user terminal . 
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